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Infant Mortality Among Non-Hispanic Asian Subgroups in
the United States, 2018—2020

by Danielle M. Ely, Ph.D., and Anne K. Driscoll, Ph.D., Division of Vital Statistics

Infant mortality is an indicator of overall national health (1,2). Infants of non-Hispanic Asian
women have among the lowest infant mortality rates (IMRs) of all race and Hispanic-origin
groups (3-5). However, few recent studies address infant mortality across Asian subgroups. This
report compares infant, neonatal, and postneonatal mortality rates for infants of all U.S. women,
all non-Hispanic Asian women, and women in the five largest Asian subgroups for 2018-2020.

The IMR for infants of non-Hispanic Asian women (3.39) was lower than the U.S. rate (5.56)
(Figure 1 and Table). IMRs for infants of Filipino (4.52), Vietnamese (3.62), and Asian Indian
(3.57) women were higher than those for infants of Korean (2.43) and Chinese (1.96) women.
The IMR for infants of Filipino women was higher than the rates for other subgroups but lower
than the overall U.S. rate.

The neonatal mortality rate for infants of non-Hispanic Asian women (2.50) was lower than the
overall U.S. rate (3.68) (Figure 2 and Table). The neonatal mortality rate for infants of Filipino
women (3.35) was higher than rates for all other subgroups. Rates for infants of Asian Indian (2.75)
and Vietnamese (2.54) women were higher than that for infants of Chinese women (1.46). The
rate for infants of Asian Indian women was higher than that for infants of Korean women (1.56).

The postneonatal mortality rate for infants of non-Hispanic Asian women (0.89) was less than
one-half of the overall U.S. rate (1.88) (Figure 2 and Table). The postneonatal mortality rate
for infants of Filipino women (1.17) was higher than those for infants of Asian Indian (0.82)
and Chinese (0.50) women. Infants of Asian Indian and Vietnamese (1.08) women had higher
postneonatal mortality rates than infants of Chinese women.

Data source and methods

This report uses data from the linked birth/infant death data file from the National Vital Statistics
System (3), which includes all infant deaths under age 1 year reported on death certificates and
all births reported from birth certificates. It is the only source for examining infant mortality

by maternal race and Hispanic origin and factors related to birth (3,6). IMRs are the number of
deaths to infants under 365 days per 1,000 live births. Neonatal mortality rates are the number
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of deaths to infants aged 027 days per 1,000 live births. Postneonatal mortality rates are the
number of deaths to infants aged 28-364 days per 1,000 live births.

Race and Hispanic origin are self-reported by the mother on the birth certificate (7). The race
and Hispanic-origin groups shown in this report follow the 1997 Office of Management and
Budget standards (8). Due to small counts of infant deaths, infants of other Asian subgroups are
not shown. References to differences indicate statistically significant differences at the 0.05 level
using a two-tailed z test.

The text, table, and figures show the total U.S. rate. Statistical testing between non-Hispanic
Asian rates and the U.S. rate excludes the non-Hispanic Asian contribution to the U.S. rate.
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Figure 1. Mortality rates among infants of all women and non-Hispanic Asian women: United States, 2018-2020
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'Significantly higher than rates for all other groups (p < 0.05).

2significantly higher than rates for all other subgroups (p < 0.05).

3Significantly higher than rates for Korean and Chinese groups (p < 0.05).

SOURCE: National Center for Health Statistics, National Vital Statistics System, Linked birth/infant death file.
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Figure 2. Neonatal and postneonatal mortality rates among infants of all women and non-Hispanic Asian women:

United States, 2018-2020
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'Significantly lower than rate for total United States (p < 0.05).

2Significantly higher than rate for Asian Indian group (p < 0.05).

3Significantly higher than rate for Chinese group (p < 0.05).

4Significantly higher than rates for all other subgroups (p < 0.05).

5Significantly higher than rate for Korean group (p < 0.05).

SOURCE: National Center for Health Statistics, National Vital Statistics System, Linked birth/infant death file.
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Table. Infant, neonatal, and postneonatal mortality rates for infants of all women and non-Hispanic Asian women:
United States, 2018-2020

Number of deaths Mortality rate per 1,000 live births
Maternal race and

Hispanic origin Live births Infant Neonatal  Postneonatal Infant Neonatal  Postneonatal

Total United States .. ... .. 11,152,899 62,002 41,028 20,974 5.56 3.68 1.88

Total Asian............ 698,635 2,368 1,749 619 3.39 2.50 0.89

Filipino. ............. 83,618 378 280 98 4.52 3.35 1.17

Vietnamese . .. ....... 58,337 211 148 63 3.62 2.54 1.08

Asian Indian ......... 213,093 761 587 175 3.57 2.75 0.82

Korean ............. 39,060 95 61 33 243 1.56 0.84

Chinese............. 151,052 296 220 76 1.96 1.46 0.50

NOTE: Neonatal and postneonatal counts and rates may not add to totals due to rounding.

SOURCE: National Center for Health Statistics, National Vital Statistics System, Linked birth/infant death file.
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