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QuickStats

FROM THE NATIONAL CENTER FOR HEALTH STATISTICS

Age-Adjusted Rates of Drug Overdose Deaths Involving Heroin,* by 
Race/Ethnicity† — National Vital Statistics System, United States, 1999–2017
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* Deaths were classified using the International Classification of Diseases, Tenth Revision. Drug overdose deaths 
involving heroin were identified using underlying cause-of-death codes X40–X44, X60–X64, X85, or Y10–Y14 
with a multiple cause-of-death code indicating heroin (T40.1). 

† Overall represents the national rate and includes racial/ethnic groups not shown separately. 

From 1999 to 2005, the overall age-adjusted rate of drug overdose deaths involving heroin in the United States remained stable 
at approximately 0.7 deaths per 100,000 population. The rate increased slightly from 0.7 in 2005 to 1.0 in 2010 and further 
increased to a high of 4.9 in 2016 and 2017. From 2010 to 2017, rates generally increased for each of the racial/ethnic groups 
shown, with the highest rates observed for non-Hispanic whites. In 2017, the rates were 6.1 for non-Hispanic whites, 4.9 for 
non-Hispanic blacks, and 2.9 for Hispanics. 

Source: National Center for Health Statistics, National Vital Statistics System mortality data. https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/deaths.htm. 

Reported by: Matthew Garnett, MPH, Mgarnett@cdc.gov, 301-458-4383; Holly Hedegaard, MD; Merianne Rose Spencer, MPH.

For more information on this topic, CDC recommends the following link: https://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/prevention/index.html.
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