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National Gay Men’s HIV/AIDS 
Awareness Day — 

September 27, 2019
National Gay Men’s HIV/AIDS Awareness Day, 

September 27, directs attention to the impact of human 
immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection and acquired 
immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS) on gay, bisexual, 
and other men who have sex with men (MSM). In 2017, 
MSM accounted for 67% of new diagnoses of HIV infec-
tion, and MSM who inject drugs an additional 3% (1).

To reduce new infections by 90% in 10 years, the Ending 
the HIV Epidemic national initiative will include efforts to 
increase preexposure prophylaxis (PrEP) use. From 2014 
to 2017, in 20 urban areas, PrEP awareness among MSM 
increased from 60% to 90%, and PrEP use from 6% to 
35% (2). However, a report in this issue of MMWR shows 
that, in 2017, a lower percentage of black and Hispanic 
MSM than white MSM were aware of, had discussed with 
a health care provider, or had used PrEP (3).

CDC supports efforts to reduce HIV infection among 
MSM, including HIV prevention services that increase diag-
nosis of HIV infection (https://www.cdc.gov/hiv/group/
msm/index.html), support the linkage to and engagement of 
MSM in care and treatment, and reduce the risk for acquir-
ing and transmitting HIV (https://www.cdc.gov/hiv/group/
msm/bmsm.html) (https://www.cdc.gov/msmhealth).
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In 2017, preliminary data show that gay, bisexual, and 
other men who have sex with men (MSM) accounted for 
67% of new diagnoses of human immunodeficiency virus 
(HIV) infection, that MSM who inject drugs accounted for an 
additional 3%, and that African American/black (black) and 
Hispanic/Latino (Hispanic) MSM were disproportionately 
affected (1). During 2010–2015, racial/ethnic disparities in 
HIV incidence increased among MSM; in 2015, rates among 
black and Hispanic MSM were 10.5 and 4.9 times as high, 
respectively, as the rate among white MSM (compared with 
9.2 and 3.8 times as high, respectively, in 2010) (2). Increased 
use of preexposure prophylaxis (PrEP), which reduces the risk 
for sexual acquisition of HIV infection by approximately 99% 
when taken daily as prescribed,* would help to reduce these 
disparities and support the Ending the HIV Epidemic: A Plan 
for America initiative† (3). Although PrEP use has increased 

* https://www.cdc.gov/hiv/pdf/risk/prep/cdc-hiv-prep-guidelines-2017.pdf.
† https://www.hiv.gov/federal-response/ending-the-hiv-epidemic/

overview?s_cid=ht_endinghivinternet0002.
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