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World Hepatitis Day —  
July 28, 2018

World Hepatitis Day is commemorated each 
year on July 28 with the goal of promoting aware-
ness and inspiring action to prevent and treat 
viral hepatitis. The World Health Organization’s 
(WHO’s) theme of this year’s World Hepatitis Day 
is “Test. Treat. Hepatitis” to underscore the urgent 
need to scale up testing and treatment activities.

WHO estimated that globally in 2015, approxi-
mately 325 million persons were infected with 
hepatitis B virus (HBV) or hepatitis C virus 
(1). Among the estimated 257 million persons 
infected with HBV in 2015, nearly 900,000 died, 
primarily as a result of complications of cirrhosis 
and hepatocellular carcinoma (1). In 2016, the 
World Health Assembly endorsed viral hepatitis 
elimination goals set by WHO, defined as a global 
reduction of 90% in incidence of and 65% in 
mortality from hepatitis B and hepatitis C by 
2030 (1).

This issue of MMWR features a report on 
progress toward access to hepatitis B treatment 
worldwide. Overall, hepatitis B treatment cover-
age is low among countries in all income strata. 
Increased awareness of, access to, and availability 
of affordable diagnostics, and training of health 
care providers might increase access to treatment. 
Additional information and resources are avail-
able at https://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis.
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Worldwide, an estimated 257 million persons are living with 
chronic hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection (1). To achieve the 
World Health Organization (WHO) goals for elimination 
of HBV infection worldwide by 2030, defined by WHO as 
90% reduction in incidence and 65% reduction in mortality, 
access to treatment will be crucial. WHO estimated the care 
cascade* for HBV infection, globally and by WHO Region. 
The patent and licensing status of entecavir and tenofovir, 
two WHO-recommended medicines for HBV treatment, 
were examined using the Medicines Patent Pool MedsPaL† 

* The sequential steps or stages of hepatitis B care that persons living with 
hepatitis B virus infection go through, from diagnosis through viral suppression.

† http://www.medspal.org.
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