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Cancer is one of the leading causes of deaths worldwide (7);
in 2012, an estimated 65% of all cancer deaths occurred in
the less developed regions of the world (2). In the Caribbean
region, cancer is the second leading cause of mortality, with an
estimated 87,430 cancer-related deaths reported in 2012 (3).
The Pan American Health Organization defines the Caribbean
region as a group of 27 countries that vary in size, geography,
resources, and surveillance systems.* CDC calculated site- and
sex-specific proportions of cancer deaths and age-standardized
mortality rates (ASMR) for 21 English- and Dutch-speaking
Caribbean countries, the United States, and two U.S. territo-
ries (Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands [USVI]), using
the most recent 5 years of mortality data available from each
jurisdiction during 2003—-2013. The selection of years varied
by availability of the data from the countries and territories
in 2015. ASMR for all cancers combined ranged from 46.1
to 139.3 per 100,000. Among males, prostate cancers were
the leading cause of cancer deaths, followed by lung cancers;
the percentage of cancer deaths attributable to prostate cancer
ranged from 18.4% in Suriname to 47.4% in Dominica, and
the percentage of cancer deaths attributable to lung cancer
ranged from 5.6% in Barbados to 24.4% in Bermuda. Among
females, breast cancer was the most common cause of cancer
deaths, ranging from 14.0% of cancer deaths in Belize t0 29.7%
in the Cayman Islands, followed by cervical cancer. Several of
the leading causes of cancer deaths in the Caribbean can be
reduced through primary and secondary preventions, including
prevention of exposure to risk factors, screening, early detec-
tion, and timely and effective treatment.

Among the 21 countries' that submitted mortality data to
the Caribbean Public Health Agency during 2003-2013, the
proportions of all cancer deaths and ASMR by cancer site and
sex were calculated for the most recent 5 years of available
data for 21 English- and Dutch-speaking Caribbean coun-
tries. ASMRs are reported for the leading 10 causes of cancer
deaths determined by the proportions of all cancer deaths.
Calculations were completed using SEER*Stat software (4)

*Pan American Health Organization countries and centers. http://www.paho.
org/hg/index.php?option=com_wrapper&Itemid=2005.

TAnguilla, Antigua and Barbuda, Aruba, The Bahamas, Barbados, Belize,
Bermuda, Bonaire, St Eustatius and Saba (BES), British Virgin Islands, Cayman
Islands, Curacao, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Montserrat, St.
Lucia, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Maarten, St. Vincent and the Grenadines,
Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, and Turks and Caicos Islands
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and age-standardized to the Segi World Standard population
(in millions) (5,6). Population data from the 21 Caribbean
Public Health Agency countries, based on census data, were
not available from any country for all 5 years; in these cases,
the most recent year of available data (i.e., census or estimates)
was used to populate subsequent years with missing popula-
tion data. Proportions and ASMRs are not presented where
there were fewer than six cases and were not included when
determining ASMR ranges. Because data were not available
from all contributing countries for any single year during the
study period, regional cancer-specific mortality rates could
not be calculated. Using the same criteria, ASMR for USVI,
Puerto Rico, and the United States were calculated to provide
a more comprehensive picture of the region, using mortality
data from CDC’s National Center for Health Statistics.

The total number of cancer deaths among males and females
(International Classification of Diseases, 10th revision [ICD-10]:
C00-C97) reported by countries and territories ranged from
32 in Turks and Caicos to 26,135 in Puerto Rico (Table 1).
ASMR for all sites (all cancer-related deaths combined) ranged
from 46.1 per 100,000 in Turks and Caicos to 139.3 per
100,000 in St. Kitts and Nevis. Among the 21 English- and
Dutch-speaking Caribbean countries, prostate cancer was the
most common cause of cancer-related deaths among males in
20 of the countries, accounting for 18.4%—47.4% of cancer
deaths, followed by cancer of the lung and bronchus (lung),
which accounted for 5.6%—-24.4% of cancer deaths (Table 1)
(supplemental figures https://stacks.cdc.gov/view/cdc/42948;
hteps://stacks.cdc.gov/view/cdc/42949). Among females,
breast cancer was the most common cause of cancer deaths in
16 of the 18 countries for which data were reported, account-
ing for 14.0%—-29.7% of cancer deaths, followed by cervical
cancer, which accounted for 4.5%—-18.2% of cancer deaths
(Table 1) (supplemental figures https://stacks.cdc.gov/view/
cdc/42950; heeps://stacks.cde.gov/view/cdc/42951). For both
sexes, cancer of the colon and rectum (colorectal) was the third
most common cause of cancer death (Table 1).

Among males, ASMR for prostate cancer ranged from 15.1
to 74.1 per 100,000 standard population, for lung cancer,
from 4.6 to 34.0 per 100,000, and for colorectal cancer, from
4.9 to 18.1 per 100,000 (Table 2). Among females, ASMR for
breast cancer ranged from 10.0 to 27.3 per 100,000, for cervi-
cal cancer, from 4.1 to 15.5 per 100,000, and for colorectal
cancer, from 3.7 to 13.9 per 100,000 (Table 2).
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TABLE 1.Top 10 causes of cancer deaths, by sex, based on 5-year cumulative proportion — 21 countries in the Caribbean region, United States,
U.S. Virgin Islands, and Puerto Rico, 2003-2013*

Liver/
Intra- Non-
Colon/ hepatic bile  Lung/ Hodgkin Oral cavity/
Rectum Esophagus Leukemia duct Bronchus lymphoma Pharynx Pancreas Prostate = Stomach All sites’

Males No. (%) No. (%) No. (%) No. (%) No. (%) No. (%) No. (%) No. (%) No. (%) No. (%) No. (%)
Caribbean countries
Anguilla§ NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 25 (44.6) NR 56 (100)
Antigua and 20(8.1) 6(2.4) NR 12 (4.9) 23(9.3) 6(2.4) 9(3.7) NR  110(44.7) 9(3.7) 246 (100)

Barbuda$
Aruba$ 34(9.9) 12 (3.5) 9(2.6) 19 (5.5) 72 (20.9) 13(3.8) 12(3.5) 12(3.5) 74 (21.5) 30 (5.8) 344 (100)
Bahamas' 96 (10.5) 35(3.8) 30(3.3) 26 (2.8) 114 (12.5) 21(2.3) 26 (2.8) 31(3.4) 247(27.1) 53(5.8) 912 (100)
Barbados' 151 (11.6) 28 (2.1) 31(2.4) 17 (1.3) 73 (5.6) 22(1.7) 48 (3.7) 51(3.9) 507(38.9) 60 (4.6) 1,302 (100)
Belize$ 26 (6.2) 9(2.1) 21(4.9) 38(8.9) 62 (14.6) 12 (2.8) 6(1.4) 13(3.1) 106 (24.9) 37(8.7) 425 (100)
Bermuda** 29 (9.4) 9(2.9) 11 (3.6) 9(2.9) 75 (24.4) 10(3.3) 10(3.3) 18 (5.9) 62 (20.2) 11 (3.6) 307 (100)
British Virgin 8(13.1) NR NR NR 6(9.8) NR NR NR 13(21.3) NR 61 (100)

Islandstt
Cayman Islands$ 8(7.5) NR NR NR 23(21.7) NR NR NR 28 (26.4) NR 106 (100)
CuracaoS$ 81(11.0) 37(5.0) 11(1.5) 18 (2.4) 142 (19.3) 14 (1.9) 21(2.8) 34(4.6) 191(25.9) 38(5.2) 737 (100)
Dominicaf 18 (5.0) 6(1.7) NR 10 (2.9) 26 (7.2) 9(25) 9(2.5) 20(5.6) 170(47.4)  32(8.9) 359 (100)
Grenada® 30(6.5) 20 (4.3) NR 10 (2.1) 36(7.7) 27 (5.8) 18 (3.9) 17 (3.7) 193 (41.5) 22(4.7) 465 (100)
Guyana' 77 (7.7) 19(1.9) 43 (4.3) 71(7.1) 65 (6.5) 23(2.3) 32(3.2) 42(4.2) 342(34.0) 52(5.2) 1,005 (100)
Jamaicat 624 (7.3) 179 (2.1) 247 (2.9) 228(2.7) 1,466 (17.1) 252(2.9) 171 (2.0) 204 (2.4) 2,919(34.0) 587(6.8) 8, 576 (100)
Montserrat1T NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 8(33.3) NR 4 (100)
St. Kitts§and 10 (6.7) NR NR 15(10.1) 10 (6.7) (2.7) NR NR 69 (46.3) NR 149 (100)

Nevis
St. Lucia® 25(5.2) 17 (3.6) (3.6) 11(2.3) 55(11.5) 14 (2.9) 6(3.3) 19(4.0) 152(31.8) 47 (9.8 478 (100)
St. Vincent 27 (7.4) 6(1.6) 12(3.3) 16 (4.4) 21(5.8) 13(3.6) 2(3.3) 17 (4.7) 162 (44.5) 20 (5.5 364 (100)

and the

Grenadines$
Suriname$ 124 (12.9) NR 30(3.1) 75(7.8) 151 (15.7) 32(3.3) 33(3.4) 45(4.7) 177(18.4) 51(5.3) 963 (100)
Trinidad and 389(10.5) 58(1.6) 122(3.3) 84 (2.3) 470 (12.7) 115 (3.1) 98 (2.6) 190 (5.1) 1,302(35.1) 157 (4.2) 3,706 (100)

Tobago***
Turks and Caicos NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 5(100)

Islands***
Total for the 1,785 (8.7) 455(2.2) 604 (2.9) 668 (3.2) 2,897 (14.1) 591 (2.9) 533(2.6) 726 (3.5) 6,861 (33.3) 1,209 (5.9) 20,600 (100)

Caribbean

countries
United States and U.S Caribbean territories
United States® 134,482 (9.0) 56,503 (3.8) 65,373 (4.4) 69,183 (4.6) 437,358(29.1) 55,783 (3.7) 29,161 (1.9) 92,683 (6.2) 140,333 (9.3) 33,258 (2.2) 1,500,932 (100)
usvIs 54 (14.1) 13(3.4) 9(2.3) 7(1.8) 54 (14.1) 12(3.1) 11(2.9) 13(3.4) 100 (26.1) 22(5.7) 383 (100)
Puerto Rico! 1,912 (13.1) 462 (3.2) 480(3.3) 1,017(6.9) 1,988(13.6) 429 (2.9) 485 (3.3) 704 (4.8) 2,522(17.2) 628(4.3) 14,641 (100)

See table footnotes on next page.

The proportion of unknown/missing/invalid cause of
death codes reported by the 21 English- and Dutch-speaking
Caribbean countries ranged from 2.3% to 12.9%, with three
(14%) countries reporting >10% unknown/missing/invalid
cause of death codes, compared with USVI and Puerto Rico,
where these percentages were <1%. In addition, 5.3%—15.6%
of cancers were coded as “miscellaneous malignant cancer” in
the Caribbean countries.

Although data on pediatric cancers (cancers in persons aged
<20 years) are not presented, 16 (76%) of the 21 countries and
Puerto Rico reported pediatric cancers and ASMR in countries
with >6 reported cases (11 of 16 countries) ranged from 2.9
per 100,000 in Curacao to 8.8 per 100,000 in Grenada, and
4.2 per 100,000 in Puerto Rico. The majority of pediatric
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cancer deaths were attributable to leukemia, brain and other
nervous system cancers, and cancers of the bones and joints.
Cancer was the leading cause of death in approximately half
of the countries when compared with heart disease alone; when
compared with all cardiovascular disease (ICD-10: 100-199),
including heart disease, hypertension without heart disease,
cerebrovascular diseases, atherosclerosis, aortic aneurysm and
dissection, and other diseases of arteries combined, cancer was
the second leading cause of death in all countries. There is wide
variation in cancer-specific mortality rates within the English-
and Dutch-speaking Caribbean region, USVI, and Puerto
Rico; however, prostate and breast cancers were consistently
the leading causes of cancer-related deaths among males and
females, respectively. When compared with the United States,
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TABLE 1. (Continued) Top 10 causes of cancer deaths, by sex, based on 5-year cumulative proportion — 21 countries in the Caribbean region,

United States, U.S. Virgin Islands, and Puerto Rico, 2003-2013*

Liver/
Intra- Non-
Colon/  hepaticbile  Lung/ Hodgkin Uterine
Breast Cervix Rectum duct Bronchus lymphoma  Ovary Pancreas  Stomach corpus All sitest
Females No. (%) No. (%) No. (%) No. (%) No. (%) No. (%) No. (%) No. (%) No. (%) No. (%) No. (%)
Caribbean countries
Anguilla$ NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 20 (100)
Antigua and 51(26.1) 15(7.7) 27 (13.8) NR 11 (5.6) NR 16 (8.2) NR 10 (5.1) 11 (5.6) 195 (100)
Barbuda$
Aruba$ 88 (24.9) 16 (4.5) 28(7.9) 14 (4.0) 33(9.3) 12 (3.4) 23 (6.5) 20 (5.6) 16 (4.5) 14 (3.9) 354 (100)
Bahamas' 255 (28.8) 68 (7.7) 79 (8.9) 23 (2.6) 45 (5.1) 28(3.2) 52(5.9) 25 (2.8) 31(3.5) 44 (5.0 885 (100)
Barbados' 280 (23.2) 64(5.3) 166 (13.7) 21(1.7) 52(4.3) 46 (3.8) 46 (3.8) 52(4.3) 34(2.8) 77 (6.4) 1,207 (100)
Belize$ 57 (14.0) 74 (18.2) 28 (6.9) 30(7.4) 27 (6.6) NR 8(2.0) 17 (4.2) 21(5.2) 33(8.1) 406 (100)
Bermuda** 53(19.6) NR 45 (16.7) NR 38(14.1) 6(2.2) 13 (4.8) 15 (5.6) 9(3.3) 11 (4.1) 270 (100)
British Virgin 8(19.0) NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 42 (100)
Islandstt
Cayman Islands$ 27 (29.7) NR 9(9.9) NR 9(9.9) NR NR NR NR NR 91 (100)
Curacao$s 153 (25.7) 27 (4.5) 86 (14.5) 14 (2.4) 37 (6.2) 11(1.8) 39 (6.6) 24 (4.0) 29 (4.9) 34 (5.7) 595 (100)
Dominica®f 52 (22.5) 17 (7.4) 23(10.0) 10 (4.3) 18(7.8) 7 (3.0 8(3.5) 8(3.5) 23(10.0) 9(3.9) 231 (100)
Grenada$ 71(19.8) 37(10.3) 31(8.7) 14 (3.9) 17 (4.7) 19(5.3) 18 (5.0) 18 (5.0) 16 (4.5) 32(8.9) 358 (100)
Guyana'“ 221(18.7) 183(15.5) 69 (5.8) 43 (3.6) 39(3.3) 20(1.7) 74 (6.3) 35(3.0) 29 (2.5) 101 (8.6) 1,181 (100)
Jamaica 1,395 (21.1)  813(12.3) 653(9.9) 188(2.8) 404 (6.1) 201 (3.0) 267 (4.0) 219(3.3)  330(5.0) 414 (6.3) 6,618 (100)
Montserrat1f NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 8(100)
St. Kittsé_and 29 (20.6) 12 (8.5) 9 (6.4) 10 (7.1) NR NR 10 (7.1) 6(4.3) NR 7 (5.0) 141 (100)
Nevis
St. Lucia$ 89 (21.2) 40 (9.5) 35(8.3) 12 (2.9) 20 (4.8) 15 (3.6) 21(5.0) 24 (5.7) 25(5.9) 16 (3.8) 420 (100)
St. Vincent 60 (23.4) 36 (14.1) 14 (5.5) NR 9(3.5) NR 10(3.9) 7(.7) 11 (4.3) 23(9.0) 256 (100)
and the
Grenadines$
Suriname$ 136 (16.1)  146(17.2) 76 (9.0) 43 (5.1 66 (7.8) 21 (2.5) 55 (6.5) 38 (4.5) 27 (3.2) 22 (2.6) 847 (100)
Trinidad and 743 (23.2) 346(10.8) 300 (9.4) 83 (2 138 (4.3) 98 (3.1) 239 (7.5) 174 (5.4) 94 (2.9) 242 (7.6) 3,200 (100)
Tobago***
Turks and Caicos NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 17 (100)
Islands***
Total for the 3,773 (21.8) 1,907 (11.0) 1,688 (9.7) 526(3.0) 970 (5.6) 506 (2.9) 906 (5.2) 693(4.0) 714(4.1) 1,102(6.4) 17,342(100)
Caribbean
countries
United States and U.S. Caribbean territories
United States 204,342 (15.0) 20,022 (1.5) 125,567 (9.2) 33,266 (2.4) 351,939 (25.8) 45,973 (3.4) 72,120 (5.3) 91,208 (6.7) 22,894 (1.7) 41,342 (3.0) 1,366,172 (100)
usviIs 69 (24.8) 8(2.9) 36(12.9) 11 (4.0 31(11.2) 7 (2.5) 17 (6.1) 9(3.2) 12 (4.3) 13 (4.7) 278 (100)
Puerto Rico'f 2,129 (18.5) 280 (2.4) 1,564 (13.6) 508(4.4) 1,083(9.4) 341 (3.0) 484 (4.2) 691 (6.0) 437(3.8) 483(4.2) 11,494 (100)
Abbreviations: NR = data not reported for countries with fewer than six cases; USVI = U.S. Virgin Islands.
* Individual countries contributed different 5-year data.
T All sites include top 10 leading cancers as well as other cancers reported by the countries.
§ Data available from 2008 to 2012.
9 Data available from 2007 to 2011.
** Data available from 2006 to 2010.
* Data available from 2004, 2006, and 2008 to 2010.
58 Data available from 2003 to 2007.
19 Data available from 2009 to 2013.
*** Data available from 2005 to 2009.
ASMRs associated with cervical cancers were 2—9 times higher Discussion

in the Caribbean region, and ASMR for breast cancer was up to
two times higher than that in the United States for all but four
of the countries. Compared with the United States, prostate
cancer ASMR was 28 times higher in the Caribbean region.
Lung cancer-associated ASMRs were lower for males and
females in all of the English- and Dutch-speaking Caribbean
compared with those in the United States.

US Department of Health and Human Services/Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Lung and cervical cancers are important preventable causes
of morbidity and mortality in most of the Caribbean countries.
Lung cancers can be prevented through primary prevention of
exposure to risk factors such as smoking, and cervical cancers
can be prevented through human papillomavirus vaccination.
The leading causes of cancer deaths in the Caribbean region for
both males and females also can be reduced through screening,
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TABLE 2. Age-standardized 5-year mortality rates for the top 10 leading causes of cancer deaths, by sex — 21 countries in the Caribbean region,
United States, U.S. Virgin Islands, and Puerto Rico, 2003-2013*

Liver/
Colon/ Intra-hepatic Lung/  Non-Hodgkin Oral cavity/
Males Rectum  Esophagus Leukemia bile duct Bronchus lymphoma Pharynx Pancreas Prostate Stomach Allsitest
Caribbean countries
Anguilla$ NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 64.6 NR 148.1
Antigua and 9.5 34 NR 5.6 11.8 34 4.3 NR 46.8 4.1 113.7
Barbuda$
Aruba$ 10.1 34 2.6 55 20.6 3.7 33 3.2 21.6 5.7 99.3
Bahamas? 14.3 5.2 4.0 4.1 16.3 2.7 36 5.0 44.8 8.3 142.5
Barbados' 15.3 2.7 3.6 1.8 74 23 5.1 5.1 413 54 120.9
Belize$ 49 1.6 3.0 6.8 11.8 1.9 1.3 2.1 17.7 6.0 733
Bermuda** 12.6 4.1 43 3.8 319 4.1 43 7.7 233 4.7 126.4
British Virgin 15.7 NR NR NR 12.3 NR NR NR 257 NR 113.3
Islandstt
Cayman Islands$ 8.0 NR NR NR 22.7 NR NR NR 27.0 NR 101.1
Curacao$$ 18.1 8.5 32 4.2 34.0 3.6 5.1 7.9 40.6 8.4 167.6
Dominica®f 8.5 34 2.0 5.8 14.1 4.8 4.2 10.6 62.9 13.6 157.8
Grenada$ 1.3 8.5 2.4 37 14.9 11.2 6.6 6.0 60.5 8.4 167.5
Guyana'" 5.1 1.4 25 4.6 4.6 1.4 2.1 2.7 254 3.6 69.0
Jamaica' 9.2 2.7 3.7 34 232 3.9 2.8 29 36.7 8.8 1229
Montserrat11 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 317 NR 97.6
St. Kitts and Nevis$ 13.6 NR NR 144 121 4.5 NR NR 74.1 NR 166.3
St. Lucia® 5.5 3.8 3.8 2.1 1.3 34 37 4.5 28.1 10.2 98.8
St.Vincent and the 11.2 25 4.8 6.9 9.7 6.2 5.9 7.9 58.9 8.3 145.5
Grenadines$
Suriname$ 10.5 0.4 24 6.4 12.7 2.6 2.7 3.8 15.1 4.2 80.6
Trinidad and 13.0 2.0 3.9 2.8 16.0 3.8 33 6.3 394 5.2 119.3
Tobago***
Turks and Caicos NR NR NR NR 57 NR NR NR NR NR 50.8
Islands***
United States and U.S. Caribbean territories
United States$ 10.6 4.7 5.2 5.8 34.8 43 2.5 7.4 9.3 2.7 118.4
usvIs 123 25 1.8 1.6 11.9 25 23 28 20.1 55 81.4
Puerto Rico'f 11.8 3.0 3.1 6.6 11.9 2.8 33 43 12.3 3.7 88.1

See table footnotes on next page.

early detection, and effective treatment for cervical, breast, and
colorectal cancers (7). Although prostate cancer is the leading
cause of cancer mortality among men in the Caribbean, effec-
Cr?”zer ';;’ne of the leading C?u;esl °f:eath5 in Coupt”es in tive screening strategies that result in reduced mortality have
the Caribbean region; many of the leading causes of cancer R IR

: E . ; not yet emerged globally, highlighting the need for strengthen-
deaths in these countries, including breast and cervical . ferral and s (8
cancers, are preventable. ing referral and treatment strategies ( ). -

The findings in this report are subject to at least five limita-

What is added by this report? . Sr . .
y tions that could result in either under- or overestimation of the

The most common causes of cancer deaths among Caribbean d li Fi d . d
males were prostate (18.4% to 47.4%) and lung (5.6% to 24.4%) presented mortality rates. First, denominator data were not

Summary
What is already known about this topic?

cancers. The most common causes of cancer deaths among available for the entire study period from any of the countries.
Caribbean females for the majority of the countries were breast Second, cancer-specific mortality rates for the region could not
(14.0% to 29.7%) and cervical (4.5% to 18.2%) cancers. be calculated because there was no single year when all contrib-
What are the implications for public health practice? uting countries submitted data to the Caribbean Public Health
The leading causes of cancer deaths in the Caribbean region for Agency. Third, some countries reported approximately 10%
both males and females can largely be reduced and prevented “unknown/missing/invalid” cause of death codes or “non-spe-
through many strategies, including primary prevention, early cific/miscellaneous malignant cancers” as the underlying cause of

Sl rmediol, MENEEEIEE (Nt UEEeite] arlEn et cngs: death, which can compromise the ability to rank the cancer sites
Prevention strategies include human papillomavirus vaccina-

tion and screening for cervical cancer, screening for breast a?curately Fourth, resu'lts should 'be interp re'ted with cat%uon
cancer, and avoiding smoking for lung cancer. given that age-standardized mortality rates might be unreliable
in some countries because of small numbers. Finally, it was not
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TABLE 2 (Continued). Age-standardized 5-year mortality rates for the top 10 leading causes of cancer deaths, by sex — 21 countries in the
Caribbean region, United States, U.S. Virgin Islands, and Puerto Rico, 2003-2013*

Liver/
Colon/ Intra-hepatic Lung/  Non-Hodgkin Uterine
Females Breast Cervix Rectum bile duct Bronchus lymphoma Ovary Pancreas Stomach  corpus Allsitest
Caribbean countries
Anguilla$ NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 50.5
Antigua and 204 6.2 10.4 NR 4.2 NR 6.5 NR 34 4.0 75.8
Barbuda$
Aruba$ 19.6 4.1 6.2 32 7.6 2.7 5.1 47 3.6 2.8 79.6
Bahamas' 26.5 7.3 8.6 2.5 53 3.0 5.6 2.8 3.5 5.2 96.2
Barbados! 235 54 12.0 1.6 3.8 3.6 4.1 4.0 1.9 6.1 94.7
Belize$ 10.0 125 4.5 53 5.1 NR 1.3 34 3.8 6.1 71.0
Bermuda** 17.7 NR 12.6 NR 121 2.6 34 49 3.1 3.1 82.1
British Virgin 12.7 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 83.0
Islandstt
Cayman Islands$ 21.7 NR 6.4 NR 7.2 NR NR NR NR NR 70.6
Curacao$$ 273 5.0 13.9 22 5.9 1.9 6.4 4.0 43 5.6 100.7
Dominica®f 25.0 9.8 9.1 45 6.5 3.1 4.0 2.7 8.0 45 101.0
Grenada$ 255 12.0 7.5 4.1 5.1 8.8 6.2 5.1 4.4 9.5 114.2
Guyana“ 11.6 9.7 3.7 24 2.0 1.0 4.0 2.1 1.6 5.6 63.1
Jamaica' 19.5 12.1 8.1 2.7 5.5 2.9 3.8 2.8 4.1 5.7 90.5
Montserrat11 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 321
St. Kitts and Nevis$ 24.7 12.3 8.3 10.7 NR NR 10.6 4.4 NR 6.1 1233
St. Lucia® 17.8 7.7 7.1 2.1 3.9 3.0 43 42 4.1 2.8 79.6
St.Vincent and the 229 15.5 55 NR 2.8 NR 3.8 23 3.6 8.0 96.6
Grenadines$
Suriname$ 10.6 11.0 5.9 33 5.1 1.6 4.1 3.0 2.0 1.7 64.1
Trinidad and 234 10.8 8.9 25 4.1 3.1 74 5.0 2.6 7.6 97.8
Tobago***
Turks and Caicos NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 41.7
Islands***
United States and U.S. Caribbean territories
United States® 14.1 1.7 7.3 2.1 226 25 4.8 54 1.4 2.8 87.2
usvis 133 1.7 6.3 1.7 53 1.2 32 1.5 2.0 2.4 49.5
Puerto Rico" 12.2 1.9 7.2 23 5.0 1.7 26 3.1 2.0 2.7 58.1

Abbreviations: NR = data not reported for countries with fewer than six cases; USVI = U.S. Virgin Islands.
* Individual countries contributed different 5-years of data. Rates are per 100,000 and age-standardized to the Segi World Standard population (million; 18 age
groups); age-standardized mortality rates for countries with small number of deaths may be unreliable and should be interpreted with caution.
T All sites include top 10 leading cancers as well as other cancers reported by the countries.

§ Data available from 2008 to 2012.

1 Data available from 2007 to 2011.

** Data available from 2006 to 2010.
1 Data available from 2004, 2006, and 2008 to 2010.

55 Data available from 2003 to 2007.

19 Data available from 2009 to 2013.

*** Data available from 2005 to 2009.

possible to account for the variability regarding the inclusion
and exclusion of nonresident deaths in mortality statistics or of
deaths of residents that occurred abroad.

Despite the limitations, these findings identify cancers that
are leading causes of death among men and women in the
Caribbean region; underscore the importance of establishing
reliable cancer surveillance systems in the region to understand
and assess the prevalence of cancer, and provide a foundation for
cancer control plans and effective public health interventions;
and might inform the strengthening of cancer prevention pri-
orities and programs in the Caribbean including US territories
such as USVI and Puerto Rico.
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