
Division of Laboratory Systems

Laboratory Outreach Communication System (LOCS) Call
Monday, April 17, 2023, at 3:00 P.M. EDT

• Welcome
– Sean Courtney, CDC Division of Laboratory Systems

• Opening Remarks
– Victoria Olson, CDC Office of Laboratory Science and Safety

• Medical Laboratory Professionals Week
– Alexandra Mercante, CDC Division of Laboratory Systems

• Marburg Virus Disease Update
– Joanna Prasher, CDC Office of Readiness and Response

• Candida auris Update: Detection and Control
– Joe Sexton, CDC Division of Foodborne, Waterborne, and Environmental Diseases
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Division of Laboratory Systems

About DLS

Vision
Exemplary laboratory science and practice 
advance clinical care, public health, and 
health equity.

Mission
Improve public health, patient outcomes, 
and health equity by advancing clinical and 
public health laboratory quality and safety, 
data and biorepository science, and 
workforce competency.
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About DLS Four Goal Areas

Quality Laboratory 
Science

• Improve the 
quality and value 
of laboratory 
medicine and 
biorepository 
science for better 
health outcomes 
and public health 
surveillance

Highly Competent 
Laboratory Workforce

• Strengthen the 
laboratory 
workforce to 
support clinical 
and public health 
laboratory 
practice

Safe and Prepared 
Laboratories

• Enhance the safety 
and response 
capabilities of 
clinical and public 
health laboratories

Accessible and Usable 
Laboratory Data

• Increase access 
and use of 
laboratory data to 
support response, 
surveillance, and 
patient care
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LOCS Calls

On this page, you can find:
• LOCS Call information
• Transcripts
• Slides
• Audio Recordings

https://www.cdc.gov/locs/calls

https://www.cdc.gov/locs/calls
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We Want to Hear From You!

Training and Workforce Development 
Questions about education and training? 

Contact LabTrainingNeeds@cdc.gov

mailto:labtrainingneeds@cdc.gov


Division of Laboratory Systems

How to Ask a Question
• Using the Zoom Webinar System

– Click the Q&A button in the Zoom 
webinar system

– Type your question in the Q&A box 
and submit it

– Please do not submit a question using 
the chat button

• For media questions, please contact 
CDC Media Relations at media@cdc.gov

• If you are a patient, please direct any 
questions to your healthcare provider
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CDC Launches Newest OneLab™ Element May 1 
OneLab TEST (Timely Education and Support of Testers)  
aims to connect, train, and empower a community of 
practice among professionals and volunteers who 
perform or coordinate testing at non-laboratory sites. 



Slide decks may contain presentation material from 
panelists who are not affiliated with CDC. Presentation 
content from external panelists may not necessarily reflect 
CDC’s official position on the topic(s) covered.
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Opening Remarks

Victoria Olson, PhD
Deputy Director

CDC Office of Laboratory Science and Safety
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Medical Laboratory Professionals Week

Alexandra Mercante, PhD
Associate Director for Communication

CDC Division of Laboratory Systems
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Medical Laboratory Professionals Week: April 23-29
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• We celebrate laboratory professionals who protect 
our future by skillfully adapting to meet today’s 
evolving patient care and public health challenges 
with resilience, innovation, and expertise.

• Join DLS in celebrating Lab Week 2023 by
o Showing thanks to a laboratory professional
o Participating in DLS’s Lab Week activities
o Accessing our digital toolkit and content

www.cdc.gov/csels/dls/lab-week/

http://www.cdc.gov/csels/dls/lab-week/
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Marburg Virus Disease Update

Joanna Prasher, PhD, MPH
Senior Advisor, Medical Care & Countermeasures

CDC Office of Readiness and Response



Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Candida auris Update: Detection and Control

Joe Sexton, PhD
Laboratory Team lead
Mycotic Diseases Branch, CDC
ogi3@cdc.gov

Laboratory Outreach Communication Systems (LOCS)
April 17, 2023

mailto:Tnc3@cdc.gov


C. auris Background



Candida auris is considered an “Urgent Threat”

Antibiotic Resistance Threats in the United States, 2019 (cdc.gov)

https://www.cdc.gov/drugresistance/pdf/threats-report/2019-ar-threats-report-508.pdf


Why we are concerned about C. auris



C. auris case counts increasing in US

Worsening Spread of Candida auris in the United States, 2019 to 2021 (acpjournals.org)

https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/epdf/10.7326/M22-3469


Tracking C. auris through AR Lab Network



Detecting Candida auris



Colonization screening

RT-PCR*

MALDI-TOF 
for species 

confirmation

Example SOPs on MDB website 

*Performed as an Lab Developed Test

Real-Time PCR Based Identification of Candida auris Using Applied Biosystems 7500 Fast Real-Time PCR Platform | Fungal Diseases | CDC

Procedure for Isolation of Candida auris Using Sabouraud Salt Dulcitol Broth With Chloramphenicol and Gentamicin followed by CHROMagar | Fungal Diseases | CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/fungal/lab-professionals/c-auris-colonization-screening.html
https://www.cdc.gov/fungal/lab-professionals/Real-time-PCR-based-Id-C-auris.html


FDA approved tests for positive blood culture available
 BioFire FilmArray2 (BCID2)
 GenMarkDx ePlex BCID-FP Panel (BCID-FP)



C. auris control



Prevention strategies: back to the basics

Hand Hygiene

Transmission-based 
precautions & Personal 
Protective Equipment

*Not all products with 
fungicidal claims work

Environmental Cleaning & 
Disinfection



>30 products now EPA approved for C. auris

List P: Antimicrobial Products Registered with EPA for Claims Against Candida Auris | US EPA

https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-p-antimicrobial-products-registered-epa-claims-against-candida-auris


Thank you!

ogi3@cdc.gov

For more information, contact CDC
1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)
TTY:  1-888-232-6348    www.cdc.gov

The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the 
official position of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.



Division of Laboratory Systems

26

Next Scheduled Call

Monday, May 15 
3 PM - 4 PM EDT

15
May
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CDC Social Media
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https://www.facebook.com/CDC https://twitter.com/cdcgov

https://www.instagram.com/cdcgov in https://www.linkedin.com/company/cdc

https://www.facebook.com/CDC
https://twitter.com/cdcgov
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cdc
https://www.instagram.com/cdcgov/
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Thank You For Your Time!
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For more information, contact CDC
1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)

TTY:  1-888-232-6348    www.cdc.gov

Images used in accordance with fair use terms under the federal copyright law, not for distribution.

Use of trade names is for identification only and does not imply endorsement by U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention.

http://www.cdc.gov/
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