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Recommendation on the NHSN CAUTI Definition Age 
Specification for Fever 

Date: May 2018 

Preface 
The Healthcare Infection Control Practices Advisory Committee (HICPAC) is a federal advisory committee 
chartered to provide advice and guidance to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the 
Secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) regarding the practice of infection control and 
strategies for surveillance, prevention, and control of healthcare-associated infections, antimicrobial resistance 
and related events in United States healthcare settings. At the July 2017 HICPAC meeting, CDC asked HICPAC for 
input on topics related to the National Healthcare Safety Network (NHSN), including, but not limited to: 

• Data access policies and practices
• Data validation
• Quality measurement priorities and methods
• Data use for healthcare-associated infection (HAI) prevention at the facility, local, state, and national

levels
• Informatics/information technology (IT) advances and surveillance improvements, including data

security and IT platforms

HICPAC formed a workgroup to develop this input. The NHSN Workgroup provided updates and obtained 
HICPAC feedback at the November 2017 and May 2018 HICPAC Meetings. At the May 2018 meeting, HICPAC 
voted to finalize the recommendation to amend the NHSN catheter-associated urinary tract infection (CAUTI) 
definition by removing the age specifications from the fever criterion in two CAUTI protocols. 

Background 
NHSN is the most widely used secure, internet-based HAI surveillance system in the United States. NHSN 
provides facilities, states, regions, and the nation with data needed to identify problem areas, measure progress 
of prevention efforts, and ultimately eliminate healthcare-associated infections. Additionally, facilities that 
participate in reporting programs operated by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) can use 
NHSN to report their data to CMS. 

In NHSN, symptomatic urinary tract infections (SUTIs) are defined using three different criteria: SUTI 1a (CAUTI); 
SUTI 1b (non-CAUTI); and SUTI 2 (CAUTI or non-CAUTI in patients less than one year of age).1 The current SUTI 
1b surveillance definition does not accept fever without other signs or symptoms of urinary tract infection as a 
criterion for patients older than 65 years of age. In contrast, fever without other signs or symptoms can be used 
to meet the SUTI 1a definition for patients older than 65 years of age who have had a urinary catheter in place 
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for greater than two calendar days, leading to some instances where CAUTI classification is directly impacted by 
patient age. 

In addition, the age distinction for the use of fever as a criterion for SUTI 1a and SUTI 1b is complicated and 
potentially confusing, and this may result in variability in the application of these definitions. This variability can 
impact the accuracy of inter-hospital comparisons, CMS facility reimbursement levels, as well as publicly 
reported hospital rankings based on CAUTI outcomes. 

Draft Recommendation 
Remove the age specifications pertaining to fever from the SUTI 1b (“in a patient that is ≤65 years of age”) 
criteria, and from the SUTI 1a criteria (“to use fever in a patient >65 years of age, the indwelling urinary catheter 
needs to be in place >2 calendar days on date of event”) surveillance definitions. 
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