Biology of Histoplasmosis

Environmental Form Host-associated Form

Estimated Areas with Histoplasmosis

In the environment, Histoplasm capsulatum exists as a mold (1) with aerial hyphae. The hyphae produce macroconidia and microconidia
(2) spores that are aerosolized and dispersed. Microconidia are inhaled into the lungs by a susceptible host (3). The warmer temperature
inside the host signals a transformation to an oval, budding yeast (4). The yeast are phagocytized by immune cells and transported to
regional lymph nodes (5). From there they travel in the blood to other parts of the body (6).
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