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For charts where the color corresponds
to a value, i.e., higher value,
darker color. For horizontal legend,
lower/lightest on left;
highest/darkest on right.
For a vertical legend, e.g., maps,
Darkest color/highest value at the top.

For stacked bars
where color denotes the 
characteristic and the height
of the bar denotes value,
colors in the legend should
go dark to light reading
left to right or bottom to top
and darker color would be 
at the bottom of the stcked bars.

This line is used for arrows. You can create the 
arrow in the Stroke panel by applying the 
“Arrow 9” attribute at 65% to a 1 point line
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**If you only have a diagnosis, try 
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obtain rash details
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Confirmed
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Confirmatory§ or 
presumptive¶ 

epi linkage
OR

Positive VZV IgM

Lab confirmed?
(by PCR, DFA, 

VZV Isolation, or 
diagnostic serology†)

Lab confirmed?
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Case

Rash with 
vesicles

Meets clinical definition of varicella*?
(Generalized maculopapulovesicular or maculopapular rash)

Yes No

If you only 
have a 
diagnosis, 
follow up with 
provider to 
obtain rash 
details

Provider 
diagnosis of 

varicella with no 
rash details

(meets healthcare 
record criteria)

Probable
Case

Unknown

Y Y U

*  In the absence of a more likely  alternative diagnosis.
†  Diagnostic serology includes a significant rise (i.e., at least a 4-fold rise or seroconversion) in paired acute and convalescent serum VZV IgG  antibody.
§  Confirmatory epi-linkage evidence is an epi-linkage to a: lab-confirmed case, OR varicella cluster/outbreak with at least 1 lab-confirmed case, OR person   
 with herpes zoster (regardless of lab confirmation).
¶ Presumptive epi-linkage evidence is an epi-linkage to a probable case with generalized rash with vesicles.

Read more about the varicella position statement at

https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.cste.org/resource/resmgr/ps/ps_2023/23-ID-09_Varicella.pdf

How to Classify Confirmed & Probable Varicella Cases 
During Investigations
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