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Clinician Checklist for Core Elements of Outpatient Antibiotic Stewardship 
CDC recommends that outpatient clinicians take steps to implement antibiotic stewardship 
activities. Use this checklist as a baseline assessment of policies and practices that are in place. 
Then use the checklist to review progress in expanding stewardship activities on a regular basis 
(e.g., annually). 

COMMITMENT  

1. Can you demonstrate dedication to and accountability for optimizing antibiotic prescribing 
and patient safety related to antibiotics? 

❑ Yes ❑ No

If yes, indicate which of the following are in place (select all that apply)
❏ Write and display public commitments in support of antibiotic stewardship.

ACTION

2. Have you implemented at least one practice to improve antibiotic prescribing? ❑ Yes ❑ No

If yes, indicate which practices which you use. (Select all that apply.)
❏ Use evidence-based diagnostic criteria and treatment recommendations.
❏ Use delayed prescribing practices or watchful waiting, when appropriate.

TRACKING AND REPORTING

3. Do you monitor at least one aspect of antibiotic prescribing? ❑ Yes ❑ No

If yes, indicate which of the following are being tracked. (Select all that apply.)
❏ Self-evaluate antibiotic prescribing practices.
❏  Participate in continuing medical education and quality improvement activities to track and 

improve antibiotic prescribing.

EDUCATION AND EXPERTISE

4. Do you provide education to patients and seek out continuing education on antibiotic 
prescribing?

❑ Yes ❑ No

If yes, indicate how you provide antibiotic stewardship education. (Select all that apply.)
❏  Use effective communications strategies to educate patients about when antibiotics are and 

are not needed.
❏ Educate about the potential harms of antibiotic treatment.
❏ Provide patient education materials


