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Pneumococcal vaccines currently recommended for 
use in the United States

Recommended for 

children

Recommended for 

adults

Pneumococcal conjugate vaccines

PCV13

PCV15

PCV20

Pneumococcal polysaccharide vaccine

PPSV23 Risk-based 

recommendations

If previously received 

PCV13 or PCV15



All children under age 2 years have the same 
pneumococcal vaccine recommendations

• 3 primary series and a booster=“3+1” schedule

PCV PCV PCV PCV

2 months 4 months 12–15 months6 months

Primary Series Booster

Either PCV13 or PCV15 can be used for U.S. children.



Children with certain underlying conditions are recommended 
to receive PPSV23 in addition to the recommended PCV doses

Use of 15-Valent Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccine Among U.S. Children: Updated Recommendations of the Advisory Committee on Immunization 

Practices — United States, 2022 | MMWR (cdc.gov)

PPSV23

≥8 weeks

Recommended 

PCV doses
PPSV23 PPSV23

≥8 weeks ≥5 years

PPSV23

Recommended 

PCV doses

Note: Excludes catch-up vaccination schedules.

CMC=chronic medical conditions, including chronic heart disease, chronic lung disease, diabetes mellitus

CSF=cerebrospinal fluid 

Recommended 

PCV doses

Healthy 

children

CMC, CSF leak, 

cochlear 

implant

Immuno-

compromised

CMC aged 6–18 

years 



Approval of PCV20 use among Children Anticipated in 2023

2022 2023

Pediatric PCV20 use approval 

anticipated Q2 2023

Pediatric PCV15 use approved

June 2022

U.S. FDA Accepts for Priority Review the Supplemental Biologics License Application for Pfizer’s 20-Valent Pneumococcal 

Conjugate Vaccine in Infants and Children | Pfizer

February 2023



Policy questions considered by the Work Group

• Should PCV20 be recommended as an option for pneumococcal 
conjugate vaccination according to currently recommended dosing 
and schedules, for U.S. children aged <2 years?

• Should PCV20 without PPSV23 be recommended as an option for 
pneumococcal vaccination for U.S. children aged 2–18 years with 
underlying medical conditions that increase the risk of 
pneumococcal disease?



Today’s Pneumococcal Vaccines session outline

Introduction Dr. Katherine Poehling 

(ACIP, WG Chair)

Epidemiology of pneumococcal disease among 

U.S. children

Mr. Ryan Gierke 

(CDC/NCIRD)

Pediatric outpatient ARI visits and antibiotic use 

attributable to serotypes in higher valency PCVs

Ms. Laura King 

(U.C. Berkeley)

PCV20 phase 2/3 study results among children Dr. Wendy Watson 

(Pfizer)

Preliminary EtR for PCV20 use in U.S. children Dr. Miwako Kobayashi 

(CDC/NCIRD)

Work Group considerations and next steps Dr. Miwako Kobayashi 

(CDC/NCIRD)


